Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Amber Pettit

	Observer:
	Julie Brown

	Focus of Observation:
	Teaching Preparation

	Date of the Observation:
	February 21, 2013

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	2nd period Chemistry; Ms. Booher

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher use subject knowledge to design activities that promote interest, participation, and learning for all students?

Amber gets students working right as the bell rings, asking them to have their materials out and ready for use (calculators, periodic tables).

Amber is clearly knowledgeable about the chemistry content. Not only were there no errors in her delivery and problem solving, she also anticipated problem areas through her questioning and asked comprehension questions at appropriate times throughout the lesson. 
Also, you might consider addressing the following: when do these reactions happen in everyday life? When are these concepts applied in life/work? You can keep the lecturing/guided problem solving while still making it engaging through stories of real examples and connections to future careers. You love and appreciate chemistry for a reason. Help them to feel that way, too. Although they will only be with you for one year, you are in a position to impact their future.  


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of and make use of materials, resources, technology, and equipment?

Amber used the overhead projector today, the classroom textbook, and calculators. I imagine that she could also perform a quick demonstration during the lecture to illustrate a “real” example of the concepts students are learning. During this time she could first do a conceptual problem solving activity with students (like she already does very well), then ask students to predict what the outcome of the reaction will be and what steps it will undergo. Which might be visible to the naked eye? At the molecular level? What does the energy exchange look like if we could see it? What are the final products? How long does this take to happen? What are approximate concentrations at equilibrium? Under what conditions would a precipitate form? How do we determine Ksp?
She could even show two reactions that may outwardly look very different to students, yet undergo relatively similar processes to further illustrate the concepts and allow students to solve practice problems with real-world applicability. 
If you cannot do this with the materials you have, there must be examples of this in videos online. Also, the PhET website has some nice interactive simulations that may deal with this content specifically and could further enhance instruction while still covering the necessary material.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher prepare subject specific activities to assess learning of all students?
Amber does a great job with review questions about the main concepts from last class before moving forward with today’s lesson. She is great at asking both closed- and open-ended questions, as well as using students’ names when calling on them.

Were the problems that students went over in class today due for homework? If so, did you check to make sure everyone completed them first? If not, a Bell Ringer/Brain Teaser/Warm Up at the start of class would allow students to come in, get to work, and for you to check their homework.
How about a wrap up in the last few minutes of class?? “Tell me one main concept we practiced today; Tell me one part of the problems that were most challenging; easiest; Tell me one way you might use this in life.” 

Get them ready for tomorrow’s lesson.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an awareness of individual student needs and make modifications to the instructional plan?
Amber asked questions of students throughout the lecture/guided problem solving. She slowed down when students were stuck on an aspect of a problem. When she was unsure how to answer a student’s question about computing calculations, she quickly asked Ms. Booher for help and this did not derail from the class at all. Nice job and way to utilize the support of your mentor teacher on the fly. And, Amber later modified her problem solving to incorporate Ms. Booher’s technique. Very nice (and, it was a helpful tip for me, too)!



	Comments for Debriefing:

See suggestions throughout for making the lesson more connected to their everyday life and future careers. 
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):

See above.



