Focused Proficiency Observation

	Apprentice Teacher:
	Amber Pettit

	Observer:
	Julie Brown

	Focus of Observation:
	Subject Matter Knowledge

	Date of the Observation:
	April 3, 2013

	Subject/Grade Level/Class Period:
	Chemistry; 10; 1st Period

	Record of the Observation Below

	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the subject?

At the beginning of class, Amber leads the class through a series of review and anticipation questions, while also explaining concepts through the use of a simulation. Additionally, Amber also has knowledge about proper lab procedure and what outcomes to expect in this lab. She uses these different types of knowledge to lead students through lab equipment issues and clues them in on what to results to expect. 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher connect the content with previously learned topics, future topics, and other subjects?

The review questions Amber posed at the start of class connected previously learned topics with today’s material. 


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical and historical development of the subject?

N/A. This was not discussed in today’s lesson.


	How does the Apprentice Teacher demonstrate an understanding of state and national standards and use this knowledge to enhance student achievement?

This lab activity is aligned with several NGSSS for chemical/physical science. Furthermore, Amber asks a variety of whole-class questions that address these standards. 


	Comments for Debriefing:

I would take some time to clearly review the major tasks of the lab with students (and in what order they occur). This seems like a lab with many steps and unfamiliar equipment (e.g., calorimeter). Take time to let the students read through the procedure with you. If they were supposed to do this ahead of time, ask them a series of procedure-based comprehension questions to have them show you that they understand what is expected of them. 
Classroom Management Tip (Try This!):




