Apprentice Teaching in Secondary Mathematics and Science

Classroom Management Implementation Plan
Completed Instrument Due: _________________________Observer:_____Amber Pettit________________________ 

	Class Date: 
	Class Location: Buchholz
	Number of students: 25, 23

	Class Time: 8:30-9:30, 9:35-10:25
	Name of Class: Chemistry Honors


	Observed
	Rules, Routines and Procedures
	Observed impact on student behavior

	2. yes

3. yes
	Classroom rules 

1. Posted.

2. Emphasize appropriate behavior. 

3. Adhered to without exception.
	The observed impact of emphasizing appropriate behavior and rules being followed without exception is that the students listen and behave according to the rules with no student desiring to break them.

	1. yes

2. yes

7. yes
	Classroom routines and procedures are taught and practiced.

1. Getting students’ attention.

2. Beginning and ending of class

3. Materials acquisition, distribution and collection.

4. Sharpening pencils, heading papers, etc. 

5. Students who are tardy, returning from an absent, or absent from class.

6. Incomplete or missed work.

7. Expectations for group work, seatwork and other activities.
	1. Students stop what they are doing and pay attention to Ms. Booher.

2. This helps the students follow a routine where they know what rules to follow.

7. Students work individually and quietly. They make sure to stay on task.

	
	Physical Environment
	

	1. yes
2. yes

5. yes
	1. All students can see presentation of instruction.

2. Teacher can observe all students at all times.

3. Furniture arranged to facilitate learning and maximize space.

4. Classroom is attractive, bulletin boards are current and student work is displayed.

5. Frequently used materials are accessible.
	1. Students are on task for the most part and take notes.
2. Students behave appropriately and stay on task.

5. Students aren’t stressing about not knowing where materials are or not having the correct materials for class.

	
	Instruction and academic work
	

	2. yes

4. yes

5. yes

8. yes

9. yes
	Teacher

1. Varied teaching strategies.

2. Well-planned lessons at appropriate level for students.

3. Assignments are relevant and meaningful to students.

4. Clear questions/directions/instructions.

5. Balanced interactions with students.

6. Circulates around the classroom.

7. Utilizes formative assessment to guide the lesson.

8. Positive atmosphere and expectation for success.

9. Appropriate praise-tell them when they excel and how to improve.
	2. Students are actively participating.

4. Students are on task and follow directions easily.

5. Students are more comfortable responding in class and they are engaged and actively participating.

8. Students attempt to do their best and stay on task.

9. Students don’t blurt out answers. They think carefully before answering.

	1. yes

2. yes
	Student

1. Attentive and on task.

2. Accountable for their work.
	The students are responsible and quietly working. Students stay on task.


	
	Discipline
	

	3. yes

4. yes

6. yes
	Teacher

1. Calm, fair and consistent in word and deed.

2. Models positive behavior.

3. Knows students’ names.

4. Demonstrates respect for students.

5. Addresses conflict quickly and positively.

6. Consequences for inappropriate behavior.
	Students were more comfortable answering and asking and would respond more frequently. Students are also more respectful to other students and the teacher knowing that there are consequences.

	1. yes

2. yes
	Student

1. Understands and has been taught the rules.

2. Understands there will be consequences for inappropriate behavior.

3. Student takes responsibility for his behavior.
	Students behave appropriately to avoid the consequences.


After observing the classroom and the students’ behavior reflect on the following:

1. Think about how rules, routines, and procedures are established and why they are important to your classroom learning community. List a set of general classroom and/or laboratory rules, routines and procedures and briefly describe how you plan to implement rules, routines and procedures in your classroom and how they contribute to the functioning of your classroom learning community.
General classroom rules include: students need to be respectful of other students: taunting and/or mistreatment of other students will not be tolerated. Students should be seated and quiet when the bell rings. Talking while the teacher is talking, during a test, or during any other moment when talking is not appropriate will not be tolerated. If you have a question on a problem or assignment, ask two other students before coming to me. All lab safety rules must be followed, which in general include goggles, closed toed shoes, pants must be worn when dealing with chemicals, glassware, or electronics; chemicals and glassware must be handled with care; spills must be reported immediately to the teacher; and in case you get something on you, immediately go to the fire blanket, shower, and/or eye wash. Homework will be turned in the following day unless otherwise indicated.
Classroom rules will be posted in my classroom, dictated to the students multiple times, and sent home to parents for a copy and to return back. Lab safety rules will be sent home for both parents and the student to sign and return and will be placed in the students’ lab notebooks. Homework assignments, tests, labs, etc. will be announced in class and posted in the upcoming events bulletin.
These rules and routines will promote classroom learning because they not only keep the students safe but also make students comfortable to explore concepts, ask questions, and respond to questions. Student learning is promoted through interaction and collaboration with other students. The rules promote the maximum amount of time for learning in the classroom.
2. Observe the physical environment of your mentor’s classroom. Draw a floor plan of your mentor’s classroom, paying attention to the arrangement of furniture and materials and the impact on student behavior. Label the different areas and write a short explanation of how different areas are used and whether and how this supports the classroom learning community.
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The desks are arranged in rows at the front of the classroom. Though this is easier to arrange, it doesn’t seem to maximize classroom learning. Students in the back may have a hard time seeing and hearing, which makes them tend to zone out. In addition, the students are not able to discuss with a partner or group that easily since the desks are so spaced apart and students may have a difficult time trying to discuss with the person behind them. The lab tables are placed in the back. This portion supports classroom learning because the students are able to complete labs, collaborate, and work together. There are only two computers in the classroom, and they are not used very much at all. However, computers do support the classroom learning community because they can be used to research a topic at hand, see simulations, and extend knowledge to similar concepts through research.
3. After observing the teacher and student behaviors associated with instruction and academic work, reflect on the impact the observed behaviors have on creating the classroom learning community. Discuss your plans for instruction and academic work and the learning community you hope to create in your classroom.

The observed behaviors kept the students on task for the assignments and labs and followed the instructions that were given. The students are comfortable with responding in class through teacher interactions with the students. I plan to have much more student involvement in my classroom. I want students to explore the concepts in chemistry through hands-on activities and discussions with classmates. I want to give students the opportunity to learn the material by experiencing it and providing them guidance along the way. I plan to circulate quite often to be able to see how students are thinking, to interact with them on a more personal level, and to be more accessible. I want to express my expectations of all students and praise them and provide them with constructive feedback to improve when necessary.
4. Observe the teacher and student behaviors associated with discipline in your mentor’s classroom. Describe the most effective techniques used by your mentor teacher when dealing with student behavior. Include any additional techniques you would implement in your classroom.

Seeing as how the students were in honors classes, the students were mostly well behaved. This is also attributed to the fact that Ms. Booher “drops the hammer” (inflatable hammer) on anyone misbehaving and establishes this at the beginning of the year. If the students do not do their homework or are talking during class, she raises her voice to get the students’ attention and is very stern with them. She gives them detention if they continuously do not do what she asks (correct labs or talk during class). In order to help with students talking during class, I would move the students away from each other. In addition to this, I would discuss the actions with the students individually to see if there is a specific reason why the student was misbehaving.
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